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Tw(i) = 2 - (i)/50
TB(i) = 2 - (i)/25



Schelling, 1971 [Figure 19]

T(i) = 5 - (i)/20.



Schelling, 1971 [Figure 30]

• 45 degree line is neighborhood 
capacity constraint

• There are many more B’s than 
W’s

• Points on dashed line are 
locally stable equilibria – W’s 
are in their comfort zone

• However, there are numerous 
B’s ready to move in if any W 
exits

• If the neighborhood drifts to the 
point where the 45 degree line 
intersects the W reaction 
curve, the equilibrium 
becomes unstable

• If one additional W exits at that 
point, neighborhood becomes 
all B



Schelling, 1971 [Figure 31]

• Stable equilibria along the 
dashed line

• Depending on drift, 
neighborhood can tip all the 
way to B or W



Schelling, 1971 [Figure 32]

• Points within the ellipse leave 
excess capacity in the 
neighborhood

• Circled point of intersection is 
unstable because someone
will move in.

• If that person is W, 
neighborhood tips W.

• If that person is B, 
neighborhood tips B.



Schelling, 1971 [Figure 33]

• Dashed area is locally stable

• All W equilibrium with full 
neighborhood also stable

• But if we end up above the 
ellipse, W flight occurs.

• However, there are not enough 
B’s to fill the neighborhood.

• Thus, becomes exclusively B 
neighborhood with 
vacancies…
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Tipping in Racial Composition of Elementary Schools
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