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Walting for a bus fn Metinb:

| the decrepdt remains of what was
once & very prosperois Muslim
neighbourhood, I noticed an
glderly man in a skull cap sitting on

the crumbling sidewalk

solling cakes out of a
| hasket. He had hand-

written in Bangla.

the cecasional Santa, sweaty under his
ukseasonable costume), with turkey
dinners at the fancy hotels, but most
um;ersang by eating cake.
ut the reach of cake goes well be-
yend Christmas. Goto the average kira-
na stare in the middle of nowhere and
first thing that strikes you {5 just how
Empty it b5 a fow battories, pens and
light bulbs, some candy, & fow bags of
chips and other savourjes. And cakes
and thei close cousins, iscul,
] Seonsumed L6 lakh tonnes
of Dadzazedcakelhismvmhmn@~
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is close to 100 rupees for évery man and
child, just on those two.

Chips I understand. Salt and fat,
that's & winning combination every-
where. But Parle-G? Or its equally ublg-
uitous cousin, Marle, the empress of
bland. And for that matter, cake? We are
not talking about some Molten Choco-
late Lava Cake, waiting to explode on
YOur spoon, nor a fruit dense 1ig:
uor-soakid a5 cake, but it's very
distant cousin, a pale yellow mound of
flour, sugar, shortening, some eggs, @
fow drops of industrial vanilla essence,
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‘Cake love in the land of

lustration by Cheyenne Ollvier

ino “cherries” made from
:,a:‘;m{lmt accounts for its univer-
sal appeal Inb]tlr land of thg gulab ja-

miblerm of EXcess’
'““Ei.g;ﬁa durable is, of course abig
of the answer Five rupees buys
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But that tellSHR 1 5t we like, Un-
" modern economics has
o oony ey S PR

preferences,
that otharwi
wi

on the dublous grounds
a8 wi would have to deal
th the fact there are racists and cther
peaple who have nasty views, Econo-
mists pass the buck, instead, to evalu.
tonary biology, which is premised on
thit idea that we only eat things becanss
they make us stranger or more fecund
There is no place in their theories for
the fact that we live in a soclety with s

the all-embracing over-the-top-ness of

our celebrations that attracts us to the

domesticated cake, which s companion-

‘able In @ way that a gulab jamun can

nover be. You can crumble it gently and
nibble the crumbs absent-mindediy— it
does not mind. There is no risk of syrup
being spurted all over your clothes and
it brings pleasure while never being
insistent enough to pull your mind away
from work or love,

This is part of a maonthly ol by

Banerfer illustrated by Cheyenne Qlivier

gulab jamun

CHRISTMAS CAKE RECIPE |

Hene is a recipe for the Christmas cake | usually bake for my wife's
family get-together just outside Paris. It has a lot of dried fruits, but
the recipe emphasises dates, figs, prunes, walnuts, candied lemon
and orange peel, which combined with the rum, the spices and the
go-slow on sugar, gives the cake an almost savoury feel, ideal for
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[ mﬂﬁs?’:l rals G with her parents. We averindulge at chopped to the size of raisins equivalent) with the bottom
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him to cancel the agreement after they.
ot to know that & woman had been mur:
dered in the Pali Hill apartment they had
fust movid info.
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